 

Dear SFW WY Members and WY Residents,
I’m sure most of you if not all have read the articles in the Sunday July 24, 2005 Casper Star and in the Monday July 25, 2005 Billings Gazette. In order to set the record straight here is the official stand of Sportsmen for Fish & Wildlife. It does not say we are in favor of the plan, just that we support the “Concept” of stabilizing the Outfitting Industry. We are not in favor of set-aside licenses.
The media as well as the Wildlife Federation used the term “set-aside” in order to divide sportsmen. The Governor had already told WYOGA that he would not support set-aside licenses. Again we support a “concept” of stabilizing Wyoming’s Outfitting Industry. Some would have you believe that being an outfitter makes you less of a sportsmen. Never-the-less, it is non-resident sportsmen which have chosen to use their services. Some have even tried to deride them as not being true sportsmen or they wouldn’t need an outfitter.

The Tourism Task Force is scheduled to meet again on September 6, 2005 in Casper, WY to discuss their recommendations. Once SFW WY has obtained a copy of their recommendation it will be taken before our current membership. What ever the group as a whole determines to do, we will do. More than likely the recommendation they will put forward will be to wait and see how non-resident preference points affect Wyoming’s Outfitting Industry. I anticipate that our membership would support that directive. In all likelihood, nothing will happen this up coming legislative session as it is a budget session, so more than likely nothing will take place before 2007.
Hopefully, this has answered the questions some of you have asked. If you have additional questions, feel free to contact us by email:  sfwparkc@vcn.com or sfwwyo@bresnan.net .
Thank You,

Joe Tilden
State President
Wyoming Sportsmen for Fish & Wildlife
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America’s family heritage of hunting, fishing, and trapping.








